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Project Overview  

Initial Study  

1. Project Title: Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: City of Fresno 
2101 G Street, Building A 
Fresno, CA 93706 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Beth Field, PE, Department of Public Utilities, 
Utilities Planning and Engineering 
559-621-1607 

4. Project Location: Fresno, CA 

5. �3�U�R�M�H�F�W���6�S�R�Q�V�R�U�¶�V���1�D�P�H���D�Q�G���$�G�G�U�H�V�V�� City of Fresno 
2101 G Street, Building A 
Fresno, CA 93706 

6. General Plan Designation(s) (City of Fresno, 
2014): 

7. Zoning  

Downtown Neighborhood from Divisadero St. to 
Stanislaus St. (NW section) 
Downtown Core from Stanislaus St. to Merced St. 
(SE section) 

8. Description of Project: See Project Description. Relocation and 
replacement of water transmission grid mains. 

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: 
 

Descriptions include existing zoning and land 
use; planned land uses in the Project area are to 
remain the same as existing. 

North: Neighborhood Mixed Use (existing single- 
and multi-family uses) 
 
East: Downtown Core (existing Commercial, Office, 
Public/Institutional uses); Downtown General 
(existing Commercial, Office uses); Downtown 
Neighborhood (existing multi-family uses) 
 
South: Downtown Core (existing Commercial, 
Office, Public/Institutional uses) 
 
West: Downtown Neighborhood (existing multi-
family uses) 
 

10. Public Agency Approvals (potential): Cal/OSHA �± construction/excavation permit 

City of Fresno �± plan check approval 

Fresno Irrigation District �± plan check approval 

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District �± plan 
check approval 

Regional Water Quality Control Board �± 
Construction General Permit 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District �± 
Indirect Source Review; Construction Notification 
Form  
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11. Have California Native American tribes 
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
project area requested consultation pursuant to 
Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, 
is there a plan for consultation that includes, for 
example, the determination of significance of 
impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures 
regarding confidentiality, etc.? 

 
 

A Native American consultation has been 
completed. See Appendix D for a record of 
correspondence that was sent to interested tribes. 
No responses were received after the required 
noticing period. 

 

The State requires lead agencies to consider the potential effects of proposed projects and consult with 
California Native American tribes during the local planning process for the purpose of protecting 
Traditional Tribal Cultural Resources through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines. Pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1, the lead agency shall begin consultation with the 
California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographical area of 
the proposed project. Such significant cultural resources are either sites, features, places, cultural 
landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a tribe which is either on or eligible for 
inclusion in the California Historic Register or local historic register, or, the lead agency, at its discretion, 
and supported by substantial evidence, choose to treat the resources as a Tribal Cultural Resources 
(PRC Section 21074(a)(1-2).  According to the most recent census data, California is home to 109 
currently recognized Indian tribes. Tribes in California currently have nearly 100 separate reservations or 
Rancherias. Fresno County has a number of Rancherias such as Table Mountain Rancheria, Millerton 
Rancheria, Big Sandy Rancheria, Cold Springs Rancheria, and Squaw Valley Rancheria. These 
Rancherias are not located within the city limits. 
 
Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and project 
proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse impacts 
to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review 
process. (See PRC Section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���6�D�F�U�H�G���/�D�Q�G�V���)�L�O�H���S�H�U���3�5�&���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D��
Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation.  
Please also note that PRC Section 21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality. 
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Chapter 1  �² Project Description  and Setting  
This document has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 California 

Code of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.). CEQA requires that all state and local government agencies 

consider the environmental consequences of projects over which they have discretionary authority before 

they approve or implement those projects. 

Project Setting  

The Project site is located within the City of Fresno (City), along Van Ness Avenue and the adjacent 

alleys between Divisadero Street and Merced Street�����7�K�H���D�U�H�D���L�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V�������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��

Plan as Downtown Neighborhood from Divisadero Street to Stanislaus Street (northwest section of 

Project Area) and Downtown Core from Stanislaus Street to Merced Street (southeast section of Project 

Area) (City of Fresno, 2014). Van Ness Avenue is classified as an Expressway from Divisadero Street to 

its end point at South Railroad Avenue. It is classified as a Scenic Expressway from Divisadero to East 

Normal Avenue, then transitions back to an Expressway heading north. Existing land uses in the Project 

Area include mostly commercial and office buildings, with some public/institutional buildings and one 

multi-family housing development (apartment complex) on the southwest side of Van Ness Avenue 

between East Stanislaus Street and Calaveras Street. There are no schools, hospitals, or other sensitive 

receptors located in the immediate vicinity, nor are there any environmentally sensitive areas. Figure 1 

Location Maps depicts the Project vicinity and site, and Figure 2 General Plan Land Use Diagram shows 

existing land use and circulation classifications. 

Project Description  

The City is proposing the Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main (TGM) Project (Project), 

which would include construction of approximately 0.55 miles of replacement water distribution mains 

within Van Ness Avenue between Divisadero Street and Merced Street in Downtown Fresno, California. 

The Project would also relocate all services to existing buildings that front Van Ness Avenue that are 

currently served by water mains in the alleys between Van Ness and Fulton Street and between Van 

Ness and L Street. Existing water mains in those alleys serve properties on each side of the alleys and 

would remain in place until future projects are completed to install new water mains in adjacent main 

streets and relocate the services for the properties that do not front Van Ness Avenue. The existing water 

mains in the alleys may be abandoned after all services have been transferred. Additionally, the existing 

2-inch water line in Van Ness Avenue, from Amador Street to Divisadero Street that serves a few 

properties along Van Ness Avenue would also be replaced with the proposed TGM, and services would 

be similarly transferred. Figure 1 (below) shows the Project location. 

 

Existing water mains consist mainly of 10- and 12-inch cast-iron pipe. The proposed TGM would be 

located along an alignment within Van Ness Avenue and would be either Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) or 

ductile iron pipe. The City anticipates that the proposed water main may range in size from 12 to 16 
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inches in diameter. Most construction would occur within City of Fresno right-of-way, with some occurring 

within private properties to transfer services from the alleys to Van Ness Avenue. New water and fire 

services would be constructed from the proposed TGM to those properties fronting Van Ness Avenue that 

are currently served by the existing water mains within the alleys. Services to be relocated would be 

installed within City Street right-of-way up to the water meter for each property. All service alignments 

would be maintained as much as possible within the properties they serve to avoid the need to secure 

any easements, however some properties may require their services to be routed through adjacent 

properties due to space limitations, and the City would need to issue cross-access agreements for these 

properties. New fire hydrants along Van Ness Avenue would be installed at the current City spacing 

requirements, and new services would be similarly designed from the proposed TGM for each hydrant 

within City right-of-way. Construction may include open trenching as well as direct boring. Trench 

resurfacing in Van Ness Avenue would include application of a slurry seal. All work would occur outside of 

building footprints and no buildings would be disturbed. 

 

Due to the timing of funding, construction of the proposed TGM would be split into two phases. Phase I 

would include construction of the proposed TGM within Van Ness Avenue between Amador and 

Calaveras Streets, and within Amador Street from the alley to Van Ness Avenue. Phase I construction is 

anticipated to occur from May 1, 2022 to October 31, 2022. 

 

Phase II would include construction of the proposed TGM within Van Ness Avenue between Divisadero 

and Amador Streets, and between Calaveras and Merced Streets. Phase II construction would start 

October 2022 and would be completed within approximately 12 months. 

 

The purpose of the Project is to replace existing outdated and substandard water mains with larger 

transmission grid mains (TGM) that would meet modern performance and safety standards and serve 

current and near-future demands. Additionally, replacement and maintenance of existing mains within 

alleys is difficult due to the multitude of other utilities and features present; relocating mains to major 

streets would better facilitate system operations and maintenance. 

 

The Project would not cause any additional expansion or development, rather it would replace aging 

infrastructure to meet current standards and performance requirements and ensure adequate service to 

meet increased demands that have occurred over the past several decades as a result of development 

and population increases. The City expects to undertake similar future projects to replace existing water 

mains in Downton Fresno alleys, but each project would be separate, with unknown timing and scope, 

and would not cause any additional expansion or development. 

 

Figure 3 Site Map shows the Project Boundary, existing Water Transmission Grid Mains, and Phase I and 

Phase II Proposed Water Transmission Grid Mains. 
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